300. TRANSVAAL PERMITS

We reproduce elsewhere the remarks of our contemporary. The
Rand Daily Mail, on the Manga case to which we have drawn attention
in these columns.1 Our contemporary's remarks are strong, but thoroughly
deserved. We congratulate the writer on the courage of his convictions.

Our correspondent at Johannesburg mentions another case in his
"Jottings", which points to a state of affairs which, if continued, bids
fair to make it impossible for even British Indian refugees to get redress,
Our correspondent refers to the case of a British Indian refugee of posi-
tion having been refused his permit, in spite of the fact that the
applicant produced evidence of respectable Europeans to prove previous
residence. This is the first case, so far as we are aware, of a refugee
having been definitely refused permission to re-enter. What is more ag-
gravating still is the fact that the Russian method of secrecy has lately
been adopted regarding the administration of the Permit Ordinance,
so far as Indians are concerned. Our correspondent states that, as in
the case of Mr. Manga, so in this, the Permit Officer has declined to
give the reasons for his refusal. So that, henceforth, British Indians will
be kept out of the Transvaal without their being informed why.

Nor is this all A correspondent in the Gujarati columns invites
our attention to a case where a six-year-old infant was torn away from
his parent at Volksrust, because the infant held no permit! We under-
stand that the unfortunate father's registration contained a reference to
his having two boys.

We beg to draw Lord Selborne's attention to the seriousness of the
Indian position. It is high time that His Excellency's words were trans-
lated into deeds. We yield to no one in our desire to respect reasonable
prejudice. We have, therefore, approved of the desirability of regulating
the immigration of Asiatics who have not previously resided in the Trans-
vaal But the way in which the authorities at Pretoria are going about
to please the anti-Asiatic party means a totally different proposition. And
they are much mistaken if they think that Indians will allow vested
rights to be trampled under foot without at any rate a serious effort
to obtain redress.
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1 Vide "The Transvaal Permit Ordinance", pp. 278-9.